June 30, 2010

Heading

Dear ____________:

As you work on our state’s response to the Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program funding opportunity announcements from the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), I wanted to let you know about our successful home visiting model for families with children 3-5 years old.

The Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY) is an evidenced- based program that enables low-income and low-literate parents to be their children’s first teachers. With weekly support from home visitors, parents prepare their preschool children for school and become engaged in helping their children throughout their school-age years.

Our HIPPY program and our national network of programs around the country can help your agency assess the need for home visiting programs. Through our program in ___location__________, we work with _______________(example:low-income parents, those who have not graduated from high school or have low levels of literacy, etc.) 
HIPPY programs can help you meet several critical criteria sited in the new law:

· Is an evidenced-based program with solid research showing positive outcomes.

· Serves hard to reach populations with a high-quality school readiness program that closes the achievement gap between the children from low-income families and those that are more privileged.

· Demonstrates strong results in school readiness and achievement.

· Coordinates well with other home-visiting and preschool programs for low-income families.

· Increases referrals and access to community services to families.

· Has a national office that provides training and monitoring of programs.

· Can closely track measurable outcomes with our new management information system.

I will contact you to see how we can assist you in assessing home visiting programs in our state.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at __your contact information.

Sincerely,

HIPPY Staff Contact
